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A ... panda invasion!

The
Environment

It’s called 1600 Pandas World Tour, and it started in 2008
from an initiative of WWF France. 1600 pandas created
by the sculptor Paulo Grangeon in papier mâché, made
not only of paper, but of many recycled materials. 1600
pandas traveling around the world, from Asia, to America, to Europe – ready to become incredible flash mobs
in breathtaking locations! Why 1600? Because in

2008, that was the number of pandas existing in the wild
all over the world. The idea behind this initiative is to
make people aware of environmental problems and the
risk of extinction facing many animals in the world, such
as pandas and many others ...

A mysterious
animal
Do you know any
other endangered
animals? Look at
the images, and
write the name
corresponding to
each animal.

R_ D P _ _ _ A

C _ _ _ _ _ _ _Y

(clue: its name, in Chinese,
means: “fiery fox”)

(clue: it lives in Australia
and looks like an ostrich)

R________S
C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _E
P______N
(clue: his body is covered by a
kind of “armour”)
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Hi everyone!

Here we are in February – the month of Valentine’s
Day. We have lots about this celebration in this issue,
including an article about the real story behind this
day, a test to find out what your ‘love style’ is, and Fun Facts about
Valentine’s Day from round the world. Plus, we take a romantic trip to
the Scottish highlands. We also talk about the five senses, and find out
about Charles Leclerk, the young Formula One driver!
Happy Reading!

Hi! I’m Grammy! This month, we’ll learn about:
- Causal and time prepositions
-		Adverbs of frequency and time
-		Adjectives

Audio
Your subscription includes free MP3 downloads of the
audio sections of all the magazines.
Visit www.elilanguagemagazines.com and
insert the access code found in each magazine.

-		The superlative form
-		Vocabulary related to the five senses
and the body

Teacher’s Notes
Subscribed teachers are able to download both the MP3
audio files and the Teacher’s Notes
in PDF format. You should register first in the Teacher’s
Resources area of the website
www.elilanguagemagazines.com.
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Flash mobs from the 1600
Pandas World Tour in
Bangkok, Thailand, in 2016!

Sport

Charles Leclerc...
Formula One’s rising star

He has boyish looks and a gentle voice – meet Charles Leclerk! At only 21 he’s the star that everyone has been waiting
for in F1. Born in the Principality of Monaco, this year he’s
competing in the most coveted international championship
for the prestigious Team Ferrari. He has already won two
consecutive Grand Prix and has become the fans’ idol.
Charles is full of talent and energy. He has been driving since he was four years old. He started with racing karts, at the
age of 18 he moved on to Formula 3, then to GP3, to Formula
2, and this year will race in F1 alongside Vettel.

Racing for Ferrari means accepting great
challenges and living under the pressure
of so many expectations, but
he does very well, despite his
young age. The car he drives is
his passion! He defines himself
as a normal guy,
but when he gets
in the car he
changes and
shows all his
determination.
Family is the
most

important thing for Charles, especially after the deaths of his father and his dear friend, race-car driver
Jules Bianchi

Interesting facts!

How much do you know about Charles Leclerc?
Answer the questions and find out.

2
3
4

Charles is the second youngest driver in the history
of the Team Ferrari.
Charles has two brothers, one of whom, Arthur,
is a GP motorcycle rider.
Charles plays soccer in the Champions for
Research team.
Charles has never been part of the Ferrari
Driver Academy.

T

F

[ ] [ ]
prepositions of time

1

[ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ]

The answers are on page 14.

three

3

T h e f ive
se nse s!

1

4

to see
to watch

sight

2

smell

to smell

5
to hear
to listen

hearing

3
taste

to touch
to feel

touch

4

four

to taste
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Classrooms around the world
Hi everyone!
I’m Abbas. I come from
Egypt, and I love English so much.
My mum isn’t Egypt ian, so I attend an
internat ional school. T his spring I’m going
to t he UK, to visit friends of my parent s. I
am excited. I want to learn many t hings and
to speak English well. Las t week, in class,
we s t udied t he five senses and had fun
learning so many new adject ives!

A
All about our tastes!
Complete the questions using the correct verb.
Use the expression “I like [verb + ing]” to
answer.

1 What kinds of movies do you
like ________________ ? I like ______________
________________________________________ .

2 What kinds of music do you like
________________? I like __________________
________________________________________ .

3 What clothes do you like ________________ ?
I like ___________________________________
________________________________________ .

4 What perfumes and aromas do you like
________________? I like __________________
________________________________________ .

5 What foods do you like ________________? I
like _____________________________________
________________________________________ .

B

Use the questions above to interview
a classmate!

vocabulary related to the five senses and the body

The answers are on page 14.

five

5

Discovering
the 5 senses!

Sight, touch, hearing, taste and smell ...
is any one sense more important than
the others? No, because all five senses
are important. Let’s find out about them
together!

Things you don’t know about ...

Hearing
Our ears never ‘sleep’ – they are listening
even when we are asleep!
The ear is also important for balance.
For this reason, if we have problems with
our ears, we can also have problems with
balance.

Sight
We open and close our eyes about
15 times a minute.

The smallest bones in the body are found in
our ears!

Other animals see differently to
humans; their eyes are made to
adapt to their environment and
their needs.
Dolphins are always attentive to
what is happening around them.
For this reason, they sleep with one
eye open.
Our eyes see up to 7 times more in
detail than those of dogs and cats.
Some birds – like eagles, crows and
vultures – see much better than us.

Touch
A baby in its mother’s belly develops the
ability to feel at 8 weeks!
Touching things like flowers or grass can calm
your heart.
Animals use their whiskers to “touch” things.

6

six
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Report

Smell
Each of us experiences smells very
differently.

Taste

There are about 900,000 cells in the
nose.

When we eat, we use not only taste,
but all five of our senses.

Good smells make us happier!

Why do we like sweets so much?
Because primitive humans knew that
a sweet fruit was good to eat, while
bitter foods were often poisonous.

Grizzly bears can smell food from 30
km away ... be careful with your snack!

Help the alien Max understand
our language. Match the right adjective
to every sense! You can use some adjectives
to express more than one meaning.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

short
sweet
rough
straight
melodious
soft
large
scented

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

salty
warm
musical
small
bitter
hard
tasty
rhythmic

tall
cold
sour
smooth
thin
deafening
smelly

1. sight _________________________________
2. touch _________________________________
3. hearing (sound) _________________________________
4. taste _________________________________
5. smell _________________________________

vocabulary related to the five senses and the body

The answers are on page 14.

seven

7

This month...

T he real s tory

Valentine’s Day is the most romantic
celebration of the year. In many
countries around the world, this the
day your either send or receive a
‘valentine’ from someone – a card,
chocolates or flowers. But did you
know this day has a real story attached
to it?
Put this story in order (1-5) and learn
about true meaning of Valentine’s Day.
Valentine falls in love. As he was awaiting
execution, Valentine fell in love with a blind girl
who happened to be the jailer’s daughter. On the
evening before his execution, with no writing
instruments available, Valentine is said to have
written her a sonnet in ink that he squeezed from
violets. Legend has it that his words made the blind
woman see again. It was a brief romance because
the next day Valentine was killed by Roman
executioners.

8

eight

But one man did. A simple Christian priest named
Valentine came forward and stood up for love. He began to
secretly marry soldiers before they went off to war, despite
the emperor’s orders. In 269 A.D., Emperor Claudius found
out about the secret ceremonies. He had Valentine thrown
into prison and sentenced him to death.
It all began with a cruel leader. In the third century,
the Roman Empire was ruled by Emperor Claudius II
Gothicus. He was nicknamed Claudius the Cruel because
he was a harsh leader, and he was always starting wars and
treating his people badly. In fact, he was getting into so
many wars that he didn’t have enough soldiers.

behind Valent ine’s Day
Valentine’s story lives on. St. Valentine gave his life so
that young couples could get married. They may have killed
the man, but not his spirit. Even centuries after his death, the
story of Valentine’s self-sacrificing commitment to love was
legendary in Rome. Eventually, he was granted sainthood and
the Catholic Church decided to create a feast in his honour.
The emporer has a plan. Claudius believed that he
couldn’t find soldiers for his army because Roman men did not
want to leave their loves or families behind, so he canceled all
marriages and engagements in Rome. Everyone was to afraid to
say ‘no’ to him.

Glossary

Did you know?

The Ancient Romans picked February 14 as the
day of celebration because of the ancient belief
that birds (particularly lovebirds, but also owls
and doves) began to mate on that very day.

blind: cannot see
harsh: severe
jailer: the manager of the prison
sentenced: condemned
sonnet: a type of poem
squeezed: pressed
violet: a purple flower

The answers are on page 14.
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c
i
t
n
a
m
o
r
w
o
H are you?

2

3

a [ ] only about pleasant things.
b [ ] about everything; you have
		
no secrets.
c [ ] only about their hobbies
		
and passions.

6

When you see a beautiful
couple, you:

a [ ] dream of a relationship like that.
b [ ] are happy for them.
c [ ] think: “I wonder if I too will
		
be so lucky?!”

On Valentine’s Day you:

a [ ] get excited and can’t think 		
about anything else all day
b [ ] expect a surprise ...
c [ ] organise something to make 		
your partner happy.

4

10

ten

Love is ...:

a [ ] magical.
b [ ] a feeling
		
experienced by
everyone.
c [ ] a feeling that
		
is experienced
		
only once in
		 lifetime.

Between an evening with friends
and going out with your partner:
a [ ] you always choose to be with
your partner.
b [ ] sometimes you choose to be
with friends.
c [ ] if you don’t choose to be with
your partner, he or she
			
gets angry.

P ro f i l e s

Answered mostly ‘a’: You are super
romantic – there is no doubt! You are
Cupid’s best friend: always ready to give
love your all. There are no half measures
for you.

1

You talk to your partner:

a [ ] think that: “Love can’t work 		
without the occasional 		
argument”.
b [ ] don’t like it and try to
		
help them.
c [ ] think they are not meant 		
to be together.

Answered mostly ‘b’: In love, you are
very balanced, honest, confident and
attentive to your partner. Everyone would
like to have a person like you at their
side. Good luck to whoevever manages to
win your heart!

5

If you see a couple fighting you:

Answered mostly ‘c’: You are a little
insecure in love. You want to fall in love,
but at the same time you are afraid of
suffering and ‘giving all of yourself’.
Try to be more positive; Cupid is always
ready to help a loving heart!

TEST

Me and my hobby
I’m Osman. I’m Turkish
and I live in a beautiful city:
Istanbul.
What am I doing with a plant in my hand?
I’m a member of a club. We are a group of
boys and girls of all ages and from every
nation. We are volunteers, all united by our
love for nature and the environment. Every
two months we get together and plant a lot
of trees! ‘Armed’ with shovels, gumboots
and gardening gloves, we go to the parks
and plant trees. We never miss a session,
even when faced with a thunderstorm, rain
or intense heat.
It’s a great feeling to make the world
greener and see ‘your’ trees grow! Don’t
believe it? Try it yourself!

n
a
m
Os

and his dream
of green!

Use the code and
discover the motto of
Osman and his friends
from the club!
=
=
=
=
=
=

5
H
Q
J
Y
6

M
N
O
P
R

=
=
=
=
=

N
C
Z
P
1

Our motto is:
5
F 1 Q Q
“
5

S
T
W
Y

=
=
=
=

2
F
D
R

P 6 5 C F Q H

J 1 Q Q C Q 1

D Z 1 6 H

F Z H 5 R

N 5 Y Q 2

F Z N Z 1 1 Z D

”

The answer is on page 14.
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eleven

11

Describing daily activities
– adverbs of frequency
and time

A
D
E
G
K
L

Let’s visit...

T he Scott ish
Highlands

Highlands. This sparsely populated

Even in
region of Scotland is very mountainous
February, when the
and includes Ben Nevis, the highest
weather is cold, grey,
mountain in the British Isles. Here are
the three top sights this area is famous
and wet, the Scottish
Highlands are still one of for!
the most beautiful places The Isle of Skye
in the world. The perfect If you only had time to visit one part of
place to visit during the
the Scottish Highlands, let it be the Isle
month of Valentine’s Day. of Skye. Located on the west coast of
Misty mountains and legendary
glens – this area of Scotland is
magical. From timeless castles
to the wild landscapes of Skye,
your really can’t beat the Scottish

12

twelve

the Highlands, Skye is the largest island
of the Inner Hebrides. The island has
incredible landscapes. There’s a lot to
see on this island, but the most popular
sites are the Quiraing, the Old Man of
Storr, Neist Point and the Fairy Pools.

Eilean Donan Castle

This is one of Scotland’s
most picturesque castles.
Built in the 13th Century,
the castle sits at the
junction between three
different lakes – or lochs
as they’re known in
Scotland (Loch Alsh, Loch
Duich and Loch Long).
Alexander II of Scotland
originally built the
castle to guard the area
against possible Viking
invasions, but now the
only visitors it gets are
tourists!

Awesome adjectives!
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[

]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]

misty
legendary
timeless
picturesque
infamous
mythical
stunning
serene

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h

famous
something incredible but fictional
peaceful
very old
beautiful
covered in mist or fog
famous for something unpleasant
The answers are on page 14.
very beautiful

© Shutterstock

There are plenty
of adjectives in the
article about the
Scottish Highlands.
Match the adjectives
(1-8) with its
definition (a-h).

use of adjectives, the superlative form

Loch Ness

You can’t leave the Scottish Highlands
without visiting the infamous Loch Ness,
Scotland’s largest loch (by volume). Loch
Ness is known worldwide for the mythical,
dinosaur-like monster, Nessie. The loch is 23
miles in length and is 700 feet at its deepest.
Aside from the Nessie legend, Loch Ness
offers stunning scenery, with forest-filled
mountains either side of the serene loch.

Glossary

Did you know?

The Scottish Highlands is one of the emptiest
places in Europe. In the past more people lived
in the highlands but from around 1841, and for
the next 160 years, many locals emigrated to
Canada, the United States, and New Zealand.

emigrated: moved
sparsley populated: not many
people live here
world-wide: around the world

thirteen

13

14

fourteen

Page 2: red panda, rhinoceros, pangolin, cassowary, chimpanzee. Page 3: 1T, 2F (no, he’s a French Formula 4 driver), 3T, 4F. Pages 4-5: A. 1 watching/I like watching..., 2. listening to/I like
listening to..., 3. wearing/I like wearing..., 4 smelling/I like smelling..., 5. eating/I like eating...Pages 6-7: 1 sight: short, straight, small, large, tall, thin; 2 touch: rough, soft, warm, hard, cold,
smooth; 3 hearing: melodious, musical, rhythmic, deafening; 4 taste: sweet, sour, salty, tasty, bitter; 5 smell: scented, smelly, sweet. Pp 8-9: Put the story in order: 1. It all began with a
cruel leader, 2. The emperor has a plan. 3. But one man did. 4. Valentine falls in love. 5. Valentine’s story lives on. Page 11: “A tree planted today makes a greener world tomorrow.”
Pp 12-13: Awesome adjectives: 1f, 2a, 3d, 4e, 5g, 6b, 7h, 8c; Page 14: A. Wordfinder: cupid, red panda, WWF, extinction, eat, Leclerc, sight, love, driver, monster,
touch, taste, chocolate, formula one, smelly, Max, emperor: Happy Valentine’s Day. B. I, you, I, you, I, you, I, I, you, your, my, your, my.
Page 16: 1. light, 2. make, 3. take, 4. go, 5. have, 6. read, 7. sing;

Answers

The answers are below.

___ love ___ without knowing how, or when, or from where,
___ love ___directly without problems or pride:
___ love ___ like this because ___ don’t know any other way to love,
except in this form in which ___ am not nor are ___,
so close that ___ hand upon ___ chest is mine,
so close that ___ eyes close with ___ dreams.
Complete this excerpt from a beautiful poem by the Chilean poet
Pablo Neruda using: ‘I’, ‘my’, ‘you’ or ‘your’

One Hundred Love Sonnets by Pablo Neruda

© Shutterstock

B

________________________________________________ !
Read the remaining letters to discover the message of this
issue of Let’s Start.
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Find 17 words in the
‘Wordfinder’.

Have you read Let’s Start?
Now, let’s play!

Liven up your lessons!
With audio materials
and Teacher’s notes
free download:
www.elilanguagemagazines.com
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Have the
most romantic
Valentine’s
Day ever!

Complete each
idea with the verbs
below:
go • sing • take • have
read • light • make

Chocolate, flowers, cards – try
something different this Valentine’s
Day! Here are some romantic ideas to
make the most romantic day of the year
really special.

4 _________________ ice-skating
1 _________________ a bonfire
Light one on the beach or in your back garden (if
you live in a country area!). Then you can roast
marshmallows!
2 _________________ your own chocolates
Yes, you can do it – it’s not hard. Mix up butter, icing
sugar, and vanilla into soft balls, put them in the
fridge to set, and then dip them in melted chocolate.
Delicious!
3 _________________ a Latin American dance class
Learn how to dance the Tango or the Salsa – there’s
nothing more romantic than Latin American dance!

Hit the ice together. It doesn’t matter if you’re both
not good skaters. You’re sure to have fun!
5 _________________ a dinner and movie night at
home. Make your most romantic dish and watch
your favourite movie with your Valentine!
6 _________________ poetry
Find the love poems that make you cry and read
them to the one you love!
7 _________________ karaoke
Even if you can’t sing – this is a fun way to spend
Valentine’s Day evening – especially if you pick
your favourite love song!
The answers are on page 14.
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