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Subject: a young couple kissing, while around them the beautiful
city of Paris is indifferent* and chaotic*.
Interesting fact: the photo was taken while on assignment for Life
magazine. Doisneau, master of black and white photography, wanted
to show the kindness, emotion and simplicity he loved so much.

www.elilanguagemagazines.com
AUDIO

Your subscription includes free MP3 downloads of the
audio sections of all the magazines.
Visit www.elilanguagemagazines.com and insert the
access code found in each magazine.

TEACHER’S NOTES

Subscribed teachers are able to download both the MP3
audio files and the Teacher’s Notes in PDF format. You
should register first in the Teacher’s Resources area of the
website www.elilanguagemagazines.com.

Greetings

Hi everyone! Here we are in February! Did you have a good Christmas and New
Year? Did you relax? February is the month of Valentine’s Day – so I’ve chosen
Robert Doisneau’s famous photo for this issue. This month we take a trip to
Alaska and find out about the Northern Lights. Look out for the test on social
media, and in the report we focus on the internet’s most famous influencers.
To finish up, we have an interview with Emma Watson. Loved around the world
for her role as Hermoine, she also works tirelessly for human rights.
Let’s get started!

Samantha
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Young influencers
around the world
Emma Watson
Which social media suits you best?
The Northern Lights

I will always write back
Hi, I’m Grammy. This month
we’ll learn about:

All the inhabitants... in one house!
It seems incredible, but it’s true: in Alaska, in Whittier, all the inhabitants
live under the same roof. Whittier, a small town 100 km south of
Anchorage, isolated from the world, has 217 inhabitants and can only
be reached by boat or through a one-way tunnel with a single lane*. To
enter the city through the tunnel you have to wait for the light to turn
green, because every 30 minutes the direction of travel changes (for
those entering and leaving). Almost all the inhabitants live in the same
house, Begich Tower, a large army building built in 1974, at the time of
the Cold War.
There is also a police station, a grocery store*, a medical clinic, a church,
a minimarket and a school. If you’re curious and would like to pay
Whittier a visit, you’re welcome
to stay in the town’s bed and
breakfast!
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Secret code

In Fairbanks, Alaska, you can see a
wonderful natural phenomenon for about 243 days
a year. It seems like a dream, but it is a natural light
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- the superlative 		
form
- time expressions
- personal pronouns
- possessive 		
adjectives
- the Past Simple

- use of the infinitive
- use of relative 		
pronouns
- modal verbs
- use of adjectives

Glossary

chaotic: full of confusion
grocery store: a shop where you can buy food
indifference: without interest
single lane: a road where traffic can only flow in
one direction at a time

display in the Earth’s atmosphere that everyone
should see at least once in their life! Complete the
secret code and find out what it is!
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The answers are on page 14.
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The World’s
Great Cities

Anchorage

Towering* mountains, sparkling* glaciers and
amazing* wildlife: Anchorage is where you’ll find the
best of Alaska, all in one place. ‘The Big Apple of the
North’ is unlike* any other city.

Anchorage is where nature meets
the big city. You have shopping,
parks, museums, restaurants, and
nightlife, but this is also a city
where bears are seen wandering*
bike paths at night, moose visit
surburban gardens, and you can
walk from the office to go fishing
for salmon! 5000ft mountains
surround the city and whales swim
nearby.

Here are five things not to
miss in Anchorage! Match
the headings (1-5) with
their descriptions (A-E).

1
2
3
4
5
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Go whale watching
Meet a moose
Watch the Northern Lights
Gaze at glaciers
View bears... from
a safe place

A

There are more than a
thousand of these iconic*, antlered
animals in Anchorage alone. Spend
a little time here, and you’re sure
to find one. But if you’re impatient
to spot a moose, head to the Alaska
Wildlife Conservation Center or
Alaska Zoo.

B

The landscape surrounding
Anchorage has plenty of these.
Did you know that frozen ice

makes noises? If you’d like to see
many in one day, take a day cruise
from nearby Seward or Whittier,
or take to the air on a sightseeing
flight.

C

Beluga whales chase salmon
runs just off the coast. Take a trip
down Turnagain Arm to spot them.
These white whales get as big as a
car. If want to see bigger whales,
travel on to Seward or Whittier for
a day of whale watching.

All
about moose

Moose are the largest of all the deer
species. They have long faces, can live
between 15-20 years, and can swim and run
great distances. Males have huge* antlers, which
can spread 6 feet from end to end! Did you
know that the pouch of skin that
hangs beneath a moose’s throat
is called a ‘bell’?

D Alaska is the only place in

the U.S. with black, brown and
polar bears. You can take a short
flight from Anchorage to Katmai
or Lake Clark national parks or
nearby Chinitna Bay. Here you’ll
view the bruins: big coastal
brown bears.

modal verbs, use of adjectives

E

Active from September
through April, these dazzle*!
You can admire the colours of the
auroras near Anchorage.
Eklutna Tailrace, Girdwood, and
the Knik River Area are all popular
spots for a night of viewing.

Guess

Do you know what Alaska’s state sport is?
Look at the list below and guess it!
The answers are on page 14.

a
b
c

Ice-hockey
Dog sledding
Golf

Glossary

amazing: incredible
dazzle: impress
huge: very big
iconic: famous

sparkling: very bright
towering: very tall
unlike: different to
wandering: walking
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Around the
world

The first day
of school

The first day of school is a special day, full
of traditions. In Russia it is called the ‘Day of
Knowledge’, and the younger students bring
fresh flowers for the teachers. In Kazakhstan
too, the teachers receive a flower as a gift,
while the children get a pencil, a candle and
some sweets from their parents. In Japan there
is an official ceremony* called Nyuugakushiki,
where parents and children welcome new
students, and in China the flag is raised while
the children sing the national anthem and
throw many kites in the sky to bring good
luck. In New Zealand the year begins with a
Powhiri, a ceremony that recalls Maori origins
with speeches, songs and the haka dance. In
India, students receive an umbrella as a gift,
because school starts with the monsoon*
season!

Schooling in
the Southern
Hemisphere

For those who live in the southern hemisphere
many school customs are different from those
of the northern hemisphere. For example,
summer holidays are between December and
February and include Christmas. In Australia
there are some very remote areas, and for
many students living there it is difficult to
get to school everyday. For this reason,
they decided to open the School of the Air
and Remote Learning, which transmits the
lessons... by radio!
In Japan children go to school alone from an
early age. They have to keep their class clean
and, since there is no canteen*, they have to
bring lunch from home, in bento boxes, which
are small boxes organised to perfection.
In Brazil, schools are organised so that
children can have lunch with their parents.
There are many students, so classes attend
at different times – either from 7am to 12pm,
from 12pm to 5pm or from 5pm to 10pm. All
Brazilian children, from kindergarten to high
school, wear a uniform *, which is usually
quite sporty looking.
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At school

If studying
is difficult!

In Iceland, where the winter climate is very cold,
students learn to knit: it is not a pastime but a real
school subject! In Bangladesh, because of the
many floods there are floating* schools that can
be reached by small boats.
Unfortunately, it is not possible to study all over
the world. In Chad, as in many African countries,
going to school is too difficult and expensive. In
the villages there are virtually no schools. Parents
pay someone who can read and write to teach
their children: consider that these “teachers” earn
only 20 euros a month.
Does your school seem crowded*? What about
compared to the City Montessori School, located
in India? It is the largest school in the world and
has over 32,000 students!

Glossary

canteen: where children eat lunch together
ceremony: celebration, official moment
crowded: full of people
floating: that stay on top of the water

A truly relaxing school

Finland has the most advanced
schools in the world but also
the most relaxed: no grades
are given until the third grade
and students do not have to
take tests or exams until they
are 12 years old. Schools here
are really innovative. During
lessons, which take place in
large spaces, students can sit
where they want, chat
with classmates, jump
on chairs and lie on
sofas if they
are tired.

monsoon: typical winds of tropical areas that
bring rain in summer
uniform: prescribed clothes worn by everyone

Young
influencers
Report

around the world
Young people, passionate about
a subject, today influence the
fashions and choices of those
who follow them. They have
millions of followers, and
companies use them to advertise
their products. Who are our
young influencers, and how did
they get where they are today?
They work on Instagram, earn a
lot, and invented a job that didn’t
exist before. Many companies
alter their products by following
what influencers say on Instagram
and contacting them to send
messages out to young people.
Or they use them as a means of
advertising: the influencers have
so many followers that no other
form of advertising can reach so
many people!

platform* that allows users to
insert videos lasting no more
than 6 seconds. Nash then began
making fun and comical videos
with classmates and friends, and
in a short time his fans increased.
“After school,” he said, “in
the summer of 2013, I thought
about posting my videos again:
the next morning I had 9000
followers, the next day 54,000. I
couldn’t believe it!”.

Not everyone is a born influencer,
but those who make it can earn a
real fortune! Who are some of the
most famous young influencers in
the world?

In 2014 he was invited to join
the Magcon (Meet and Greet
Convention) group and set off on
a tour with other Vine stars, such
as Shawn Mendes and Cameron
Dallas. Dallas is another hugely
popular influencer: today he has
21 million followers. He is an
ambassador model for Dolce and
Gabbana, and on Netflix there’s
even a TV series about his life,
Chasing Cameron!

Nash Grier and
Cameron Dallas

Nash, tall with big blue eyes,
is famous for his comic sketch
videos. Born in 1997, he
started on Vine, a social media
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Report

Tyler Blevins

Under the alias “Ninja”, Tyler
is one of the most popular
streamers. He’s a 27 years old,
American video game influencer.
Tyler is a champion at Fortnite, a
game produced by Epic Games,
which until a few months ago was
the most played video game in the
world, with 200 million players.
He lives in Chicago with his wife,
also a web star, and has 10 million
fans and a Youtube account with
15 million followers. Tyler said
he’s now forced to stay online for
an average of 12 hours a day, to
make his fans happy and entertain
them.
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Not long ago he donated $300,000
for cancer* research. A short time
before that he raised $50,000
in a 5-hour live event, which
he donated to the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention*.

Zoe Sugg

Zoe Elisabeth Sugg, more famous
as “Zoella”, has become popular
for her videos on beauty and
fashion. Born in England, Zoe
completed her art studies before
working as an interior designer.
Her blog began in 2009, and
in a few months she acquired
thousands of readers, so she
switched to her own dedicated

Youtube channel. In the videos, she
gives beauty tips, tells you where
to find the best clothes for little
money at markets, and offers tricks
to look cuter. She also opened a
second Youtube channel, where she
uploads vlog* posts to show what
she does during the day.
She’s so loved that she’s become
a National Citizen Service
Ambassador*, promoting civil
service among young people. She’s
also a Mind Ambassador; Mind is
an association dedicated to mental
health. In 2014 she released her
first novel, Girl Online, where she
tells the story of a 15-year-old
blogger. It was a great success! The

California and entered the
online world in 2009, creating
her personal blog, Sincerely
Jules. At first it was a creative
tool for her, a place to gather
together everyday ideas,
thoughts and photos of her
personal style. Over the years
the blog has become a style
reference, and she’s now an
international fashion designer.

same year she sang in Band Aid 30
and took part in TV broadcasts.

Julie Sariñana

Julie is a fashion blogger, designer
and the owner of an online
store. Born in Mexico in 1986, she
graduated from the Fashion Institute
of Design and Merchandising in

Guess

Today she has 4 million followers
on Instagram and is the owner
and creative director of a
clothing line. Jules is committed
to creating very beautiful
content to inspire and help her
readers achieve the goals and
desires they set themselves. She
has a large audience, and invites
them to dream, to believe in
themselves and always realise
their dreams. Her motto is
“Dream, Believe, Achieve”.
the superlative form, time expressions,
the Past Simple

Influencers are often able to involve lots of people around the world in projects
for charity and solidarity. For example, the brand Toms that donates shoes to 40
underprivileged countries around the world where children don’t have shoes. Since 2007,
Toms has celebrated a yearly event that has become fashionable in Los Angeles: on this
day you go barefoot in solidarity with the poor. What’s this day called?

The term “influencer” is a relatively new
word used online. It refers to the people
who are able to influence the opinions of
many others – their purchase decisions but
also other choices and their politics. The
important thing, when seeking to become
an influencer, is to find your own specialist
area and have a story to tell. In fact,
everyone has a story to tell!

Huda Kattan, an
American born of Iranian parents,
is the number one beauty influencer in
the world. She started her blog in 2010, and
in a few months became so famous that she
launched her first cosmetics line in 2013.
Today she has more than
25 million followers
on Instagram!

Glossary

ambassador: a person that represents
something, usually a country or an association
cancer: a serious illness usually associated
with a tumor
platform: in IT, a software or hardware base
prevention: action to stop something
damaging or unwanted
vlog: abbreviation of “videoblog”

a
b
c

Shoe Day
Earth Day
One Day Without Shoes
The answers are on page 14.
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People

Emma
Watson

Emma Watson is one of the most famous and committed
actresses in the world. Everyone remembers her as Hermione,
and many people love her for her human rights work, especially
women’s rights, with the UN.

Tell us about your social and political
commitment!
Since July 2014, I’ve been a UN Goodwill Ambassador
for UN Women, which is committed to the equality*
of women in the world. It is important to fight to get
women the same rights as men. I am a great friend and
fan of Malala. As an ambassador, I’ve visited various
countries (Bangladesh, Malawi, Zambia...) where girls’
education is inadequate. My project is called HeForShe
and seeks to promote gender equality. Equal rights
don’t mean that women hate men. J
You’re a fashion icon, and you
appear often in Vogue. Do you love
dressing well?
I love fashion a lot! While acting in
the film The Beauty and the Beast, I
opened an Instagram account called @
the_press_tour, where I described the
costumes.
I like fashion when it’s ethical*. I
commit myself to campaigns involving
environmentally-friendly clothing,
which I wear for important ceremonies.
My Calvin Klein dress from the Met
Gala 2016, for example, was made from
recycled plastic bottles.
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Identity card

Name: Emma Charlotte
Surname: Duerre Watson
Place and date of birth: Paris, 15 April 1990
Profession: actress
Interesting facts: she’s a professional yoga teacher

What are your passions, besides
cinema?
I love cats, playing field hockey and
tennis, but also skiing, painting,
cooking, singing and dancing.
I am a yoga teacher. I
started doing
yoga because
I needed to
find the right
balance. I
write many
personal journals,
just for me: I have
about 30, depending on the topics, from yoga to
dreams and love.
And what about your movie tastes?
My favorite movie is Notting Hill and my favourite
series is Friends. My favourite actor is Johnny Depp,
my favourite actress is Julia Roberts. I love The Golden
Compass, the fantasy trilogy His Dark Materials, and
I would love to make a film with
Guillermo del Toro.

Glossary

auditions: a test to see if an actor is right
for a film
ethical: respectful of important human
values
equality: the same treatment for everyone
role: a part an actor plays
model student: a very good, conscientious
student who is a role model

personal pronouns, possessive adjectives

What do you remember
from your time as
What they
Hermione Granger?
say about her
I worked on the
“If all the female stars were
Harry Potter series
like Emma, we would only have
for ten years. J.K.
examples of strong, talented
Rowling wanted
women who aren’t afraid to
me in the cast, but I
express their ideas and
did eight auditions*
themselves.”
before I got the role*
of Hermione! Thanks to
the film I became one of the
most famous actresses in the world. Since the
age of 6, I’ve wanted to make movies! Like
Hermione I was a model student*. I like studying
(acting, dancing and singing in Oxford) and I
graduated in English literature. The first guy I
liked was Tom Felton, that’s Draco Malfoy, but he
saw me as his little sister as I was only 10 years
old J

Test

1

Which social media

suits you best?

How often do you post about
your mood*?
a
Often
b
Sometimes
c
Rarely

2 The photos you post usually

show...
a
me and my friends
b
food and fashion
c
famous people and photos 		
		 taken from the internet

3 How much time do you spend reading 5 You use social media
others’ posts on social media?
a
A lot!
b
A fair bit
c
Not much

4 What do you use social media for?
a
		
b
		
c

Meeting new friends or potential
romantic partners
Making yourself more important
and better known
Sharing with, and informing, others

mostly to...
a
Share what you do
b
Discuss* with others
c
Keep informed about what’s
		 going on

6 Among your friends/followers

there are...
a
friends, relatives, 		
		 classmates... everyone!
b
many people I don’t
			know well
c
friends and famous people
use of the infinitive

Answered mostly ‘a’:
Facebook
You really are a Facebook
person: you like to share
everything with your friends,
even your thoughts and
moods. Not a day goes by
without you going to check
your wall* several times
to keep you updated on
everything and everyone,
and often you get involved in
heated discussions!

Answered mostly ‘b’:
Twitter
In your opinion, social
networks are for sharing
your thoughts with others,
but they also have a higher
purpose in providing
information and news. You
like to discuss important
and more trivial topics (from
wars to talent shows) in 140
characters and of course...
with the right hashtags!

Answered mostly ‘c’:
Instagram
On social media you’re interested
in the quality of posts – not the
quantity. You like to post the photos
you take on this platform which is
used by famous stars and bloggers,
and you prefer to leave a lot of space
for images. In fact, good photos are
often better than words. Instagram
is your social
media!

Glossary

discuss: talk about various topics
with people
moods: overall feelings at a certain
time
wall: a space online where you put
personal posts
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Find out
about

The
Northern Lights
Also known as an aurora borealis or polar
lights, the Northern Lights are a natural
wonder. An aurora is a spectacular light
display in the Earth’s sky, usually seen in
high-latitude areas such as Norway, Iceland
or Alaska.

The colours most often associated
with the aurora borealis are pink,
green, yellow, blue, violet, and
occasionally orange and white.
Typically, when the particles
collide* with oxygen, yellow and
green are produced. Interactions
with nitrogen produce red, violet,
and occasionally blue colours.
These days we know that auroras
are the result of disturbances in
the magnetosphere caused by
solar wind, but in ancient times
people had other explanations for
them.
The Aboriginal Australians
associated auroras with fire. The

12

Gunai people of eastern Victoria saw auroras as
bushfires in the spirit world, while the Dieri people
of South Australia called it ‘kootchee’, an evil* spirit
creating a large fire.

Past Simple, use of adjectives

The word ‘aurora’ comes from the name of the
Roman goddess of the dawn, Aurora. She traveled
from east to west announcing the coming of the sun.

Are the Northern
Lights dangerous?

No. The Northern Lights occur so high up in the
atmosphere that they don’t pose any threat*
to people watching them from the ground. The
aurora itself is not harmful to humans but the
electrically charged particles produced
could have some potentially negative
effects to infrastructure and technology.
side; or that glaciers could store
energy so that they eventually
became fluorescent*. If you want
to see the Northern Lights you
need dark skies. The best time of
year to see them is from earlyApril until late-August.
In Norse mythology, they had
three possible explanations for the
Northern Lights: that the ocean
was surrounded by vast* fires;
that the sun flares could reach
around the world to its night

Crossword
Read the definitions
below from the article,
and complete the
crossword about the
Northern Lights.
1 The opposite of ‘safe’.
2 Something that comes

3

2

1

from the sun.
3 One of the countries where
you can see the Northern
Lights.
4 To see the Northern Lights
properly, the sky needs to be…

6
4
5

The answers
are on page 14.

5 The name of the ancient Roman goddess of dawn.
6 Australian aboriginals associated auroras with…

Glossary

collide: when two objects crash together
don’t pose any threat: not dangerous
at all
evil: a very bad person
fluorescent: something very bright and
colourful
vast: very big
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Games
Galore

Find the words

Find these words related to computing and the internet, and
complete the first part of a famous quote by Steve Jobs, a real
character loved by millennials, and a modern technological
genius.
•
•
•
•

blogger
channel
computer
design

•
•
•
•

hacker
influencer
internet
screen

•
•
•
•

button
touch
tutorial
streamer
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………........................………………………........................……………… you must have faith in people.
What does this quote mean to you? Explain it in your own words.

Fill in the gaps
Read this poem about the
Northern Lights by Robyn Petrik
and complete it with ‘we’ and ‘us

The northern lights
painted the sky
with stories ..................................
hadn’t heard of yet.
.................................. leaned back,
letting the colours
wash over ..................................
and paint new dreams
for .................................. to follow

The answers are below.

Answers
Pg 3 Secret code: Aurora Borealis. Pp 4-5 Five things not to miss in Anchorage:
1C, 2A, 3E, 4B, 5D; Guess: b), Dog sledding. Pp 7-9 Guess c), One Day Without Shoes.
Pp 12-13 Crossword: 1. dangerous, 2. solar, 3. Alaska, 4. dark, 5. aurora, 6. fire. Pg 14
Find the words: To change the world… you have to have faith in people; Fill in the
gaps: we, we, us, us.
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Novel

by Martin Ganda
and Caitlin Alifirenka

I Will Always
Write Back

What started as chatty* letters
turned into a lifeline for Martin and
his family, as Caitlin and her parents
helped the boy stay in school and
achieve his goal of studying at an
American university.

The true story of an American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe –
and the letter that changed both of their lives forever.

“People are so scared
of what they don’t know.”
The authors

ponding with
Caitlin Alifirenka started corres
an pen pal, in
Martin Ganda, her Zimbabwe
friendship. After
1997 which led to a life long
High School in
graduating from North Penn
ton Memorial
2003, Caitlin attended Abing
rsing and now
Hospital’s Dixon School of Nu
m Registered
works as an Emergency Roo
Philadelphia
Nurse. Caitlin lives outside of
young
with her husband and their two
daughters.

I Will Always Write Back is a
strong and inspiring book about
an unlikely friendship across
continents. In this dual memoir*,
Caitlin and Martin recount how
they became best friends – and
better people – through their longdistance exchange. Their tale will
inspire you to look beyond your
own life and wonder about the
world at large and your place in it.

The story

I Will Always Write Back is a story
of growth, diversity, prejudice, and
discipline. In 1997, Caitlin, a typical
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the Past Simple

12-year-old girl from a middle class
American family, began writing
to Martin, a studious* 14-yearold from a Zimbabwe slum*. In
her letters, Caitlin described her

Glossary

chatty: very conservational
harsh: very difficult
memoir: a true story
rocketed: increased very fast
slum: an area where people live in poverty
studious: someone who studies a lot
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Martin was initially far more
cautious in his responses. Inflation
had rocketed* in Zimbabwe, and
even finding money for postage
was a struggle for the boy. Staying
in school, which required paying
costly fees, became merely a dream.
Eventually, Martin revealed the
harsh* realities of his life to Caitlin,
who began sending money and gifts.

Tassa Riscossa / Taxe Perçue

life, which consisted of shopping
trips, arguments with friends, and
problems at school.

